
What do you do when half of your college years are taken away?

Sydney Milewski

Graduating in the midst of a pandemic

Sydney Milewski is a senior studying economics and envi-
ronmental studies. She grew up in the San Fernando Valley 
with her two younger sisters and younger brother. Her fami-
ly means a lot to her and she tries to hang out with her sib-
lings whenever she can find time in her busy schedule as a 
full time student and barista at the Ritz Carlton. Her hobbies 
include reading, playing soccer, and going out into nature.



Her Time 
at UCSB

Sydney had a blast her freshman year of col-
lege. Living in the dorms meant hanging out 
with her friends everyday and always hav-
ing something fun to do. She was able to ex-
perience soccer games, going to the beach, 
and much more that ucsb had to offer.
Looking back at the past 4 years, when asked 
if she felt satisfied with her time at ucsb she 
states, “I’m satisfied. I’m really glad for the 
memories I’ve made here and the experi-
ences I’ve had. I’ve made some really great 
friends and I wouldn’t trade that for anything.”

Dorm rooms, soccer games, and new friends



Journey Through 
The Pandemic
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Regarding what her plans were for 2020 before 
the pandemic had taken over, Sydney talks about 
what she wished she could have done. She ex-
plains,  “I would have wanted to do internships 
and travel, but the pandemic limited that ability.”
When thinking about the loss of half of her col-
lege years, Sydney had hoped to be more in-
volved at ucsb in different ways. She  de-
scribes, “I definitely feel like I lost out on 
the “college experience” because of the
pandemic. I just think it took away from me be-
ing on campus and being more apt to join clubs, 
play sports, and get involved in other ways.”



Growing up with a lot of siblings meant that there 
was never a dull moment in the Milewski household. 
Sydney was lucky enough to have a close relation-
ship with all of her siblings and tries to keep in touch 
as much as she can when she’s away from them. 
“I got to spend more time with my siblings, 
which I feel made us even closer. We definite-
ly had more time to hang out, which we were 
missing since two of us had been off at college.”

Her Family

Sydney wouldn’t trade her siblings for the world



“I’m definitely excited to start a new chapter of life be-
cause I am a bit burnt out by school, but I will also really 
miss college and look back on it fondly.” “I’m going to cher-
ish my memories of this place and I’m excited to show my 
future spouse and kids where I went to school and lived. 
But I’m also excited to move away and start my career.”

Graduation

Finally saying goodbye to UCSB



What’s 
Next?

“I think the pandemic made me realize that life is short. It 
helped me stop and think a little instead of being so go-go-go 
all the time. Because of that, I want to travel and enjoy myself 
a bit after graduation before I start working. I’m looking for-
ward to graduation even more because Covid helped me realize 
that the world is my oyster and the opportunities are endless.” 


